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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 5, 8, and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hitomi et al (5,168,839). Note an intake manifold for an engine including an engine 
block with at least one cylinder inlet which is supplied with an air-fuel mixture from the 
intake manifold 10 the intake manifold comprising: a housing defining an interior cavity 
(convergent portion 15) and having an exterior surface, the housing having at least one 
air in-flow passage 13 from the exterior surface of the housing to the interior cavity and 
the housing including at least one side wall, the side wall having a substantially planar 
side wall interior cavity surface and a side wall exterior surface, the side wall defining at 
least one air-fuel out-flow passage 1 1 from the interior cavity to the side wall exterior 
surface, the housing having at least one fuel in-flow passage, surrounding injector 20, 
from the exterior surface of the housing to the air-fuel out- flow passage between the 
interior cavity and the exterior surface of the housing, wherein the intake manifold is 
mounted to engage the engine block so that the air- fuel out-flow passage and the 
engine cylinder inlet are aligned to allow the air- fuel mixture to pass from the air-fuel 
out-flow passage to the engine cylinder inlet 5 (see Figures 3 and 4). 


■ 


Application/Control Number: 10/605,224 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3747 

With respect to claims 8 and 9, note also an intake manifold 10 for an engine, 
including an engine block with at least one cylinder inlet 5, the intake manifold 
comprising: a housing having an exterior surface and defining an interior cavity 15, the 
housing having at least one air in-flow passage 13 from the exterior surface of the 
housing to the interior cavity, the housing having at least one side wall, the side wall 
defining at least one air-fuel out-flow passage 1 1 from the interior cavity to the side wall 
exterior surface, and the housing defining at least one fuel in-flow passage, surrounding 
injector 20, from the exterior surface of the housing and opening into the air-fuel out- 
flow passage, the housing defining at least one fuel in-flow passage, surrounding 
injector 20, from the exterior surface of the housing and opening into the air-fuel out- 

* 

flow passage between the interior cavity 15 and the exterior surface of the housing. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marguerite J. McMahon whose telephone number is 
703-308-1956. The examiner can normally be reached on flex. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Yuen Henry can be reached on 703-308-1946. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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